table 59.12: Lower Sorbian Alphabet 
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00 

co 
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P4 
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H 

H 

1— H 

0! 
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Letter 

Phonetic Value 

Name 

A 

a 

[a] 

[a] 

B 

b 

[b] 

[bej] 

C 

c 

[5] 

[tsej] 

C 

c 

[tJ] 

[tjet] 

C 

c 

[tJ j ] 

[tjtet], [tj j ej] 

D 

d 

[d] 

[dej] 

DZ 

dz 

m a 

[d3 J ej] 

E 

e 

[e] 

[ej] 

E 

. e 

[e] ~ [ie] 

[et] 

F 

f 

ra 

[ef] 

G 

g 

[g] 

[gej] 

H 

h 

M 

[fia] 

Ch 

ch 

[x] 

[xa] 

I 

i 

[i] b 

[i] 

J 

J 

D] c 

[jot] 

K 

k 

M 

[ka] 

L 

\ 

[w] 

[ew] 

L 

1 

[1] 

[el] 

M 

m 

[m] 

[em] 

N 

n 

M 

[en] 

N 

A 

[n j ] c 

[ejn] d 

O 



[0]; M e 

[0] 

P 

P 

[p] 

[pej] 

R 

r 

W 

[e R ] 

R 

f 

[R j ] c 

[m J eke eJR j ] 

S 

s 

[s] 

[es] 

S 

s 

[J] 

[eJ] 

s 

s 

[J j ] 

[Pej] 

T 

t 

W 

[tej] 

U 

u 

[u] 

[u] 

W 

w 

[w] 

[wej] 

Y 

y 

[i] b 

[i] 

Z 

z 

[z] 

[zet] 

Z 

z 

[3] 

feet] 

Z 

z 

b j ] a 

[3 j ej] 


a. [d3 j ] is an allophone of /3V. 

b. [i] and [i] are allophones of a single phoneme. 

c. Labials, n y and r are palatalized before / and e\ 
their palatalization is represented as C +j before 
other vowels — and, in the case of n and r, by an 
acute accent word-finally and before consonants. 

d. Or German: welches nlr 'soft nlr\ 

e. [o] is largely a positional variant of [o], with [o] 
occurring after labials (but not orthographic t) and 
velars if not also followed by a labial or velar; there 
is thus a contrast between lo [wo] and wo [wo] if no 
labial or velar follows. 


